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tinned rather actively at least until the end of 1944. There were
as many as nine active coastal vessels of that size In Rangoon
at one time during November 1944; and Syriam, Moulmem,
Tavoy, Mergui, and Khao Huagang (Slam) all had similar
vessels.
One new development by the Japanese In the field of ocean
navigation was the construction of considerable numbers of
ocean-going wooden vessels at Rangoon, some of them pow-
ered by outboard motors according to one report. The only
other development of any importance took place at Khao
Huagang, across the estuary from the southern tip of Burma,
but affected Burmese trade since traffic was via Mergui or other
Tenasserim coast points. It is doubtful if this route will be of
any Importance now that normal trade with Rangoon is restored.
REHABILITATION
Rangoon harbor had to be restored to some extent by the
Allied forces after the reoccupation of early May 1945, in
order that further military operations might be carried on. To
a large degree, however, boats were loaded and unloaded by
lighters and small craft which anchored beside them In the
stream. Floating docks were used and in one case the hull of
a vessel lying on its side in the harbor served as an improvised
dock.
An authoritative account of the reconstruction of port facili-
ties under civilian management is the following extract from
Mr. Hughes* speech to the Royal Central Asian Society.4
When the Port Commissioners took over the Rangoon Port
from military control on 1st January 1946 they were faced with a
formidable programme of work before the Government could
begin to function efficiently for the proper reception of ships and
custody of cargoes. Substantial denial and bomb damage had been
done to the concrete quays and piled structures; demolished cranes,
scuttled steamers and other under-water wreckage prevented the
unrestricted use of wharf berths, important foreshores and slip-
ways ; depths alongside quays had been allowed to deteriorate by
as much as 15 feet from the normal depth of 26 feet below
* T. L. Hughes, op. cit.